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Non-Peyote Culture
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Northern Paiutes of the Mason and Smith Valleys.
Numu or Numa means “Human Being”



Introduction of Peyote

• Running Bear introduces “peeyot” 1 st, then White Feather
• Ben Lancaster or Chief Gray Horse

– Nomogewta (half-breed) born in Wellington, NV
– Brings it back from Oklahoma (maybe) in his late 30 ’s early 40’s.
– Says peyote is “nat^sawbe” or medicine for the Indi an.
– Meetings held in Coleville, CA then move to Yeringt on Indian Colony June 4, 

1937.
– Said to have stolen Tom Mitchell’s booha (power) an d threw it into a peeyot fire.



Does it Work?

Who it helped
• Paulina Benjamin (8-9 yrs. old) 

– Suffered from headaches, won’t 
eat or drink.

– Goes to meeting and eats peyote, 
feels better.

• Wesley Keno

Who it didn’t helped
• Jerry Keno

– Ankle injury, goes to meeting, doesn’t 
heal for a long time.

• Annie Wilson
– Wife of Pat Wilson.
– Heart problems, dies after meeting

• Ed Decroy and Ed Reymers (Reymus)• Wesley Keno
– Hurt on tractor, trip to hospital in 

Reno, peyote later, feels better.

• Ed Decroy and Ed Reymers (Reymus)
– Tuberculosis, dies after meeting

• Gerdie Bennett
– Sick, dies after meeting.

• Ed Dick
– Sick, dies after meeting’

• Muscot
– Sick, dies after meeting
– Washoe Indian
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Peyote picture found at 
http://mexconnect.com/mex_/travel/llcm/llcm0902.html http://mexconnect.com/mex_/travel/llcm/llcm0902.html 

Map of Indian Tribes found at
http://www.travelnevada.com/map_indian_territory.asp

Other pictures found in cited works.


